
2 August 2019

Community Notices 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE SCHOOL’S ACCEPTANCE OF ADVERTISING IN THE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER DOES NOT 
CONSTITUTE APPROVAL AND/OR ENDORSEMENT FOR ANY PRODUCT OR ACTIVITY.

Nile Tahi Writing 
Nile Tahi were set the task of writing their own stories about Matariki and what it means 
to them. This was a perfect opportunity for the students to reflect on and write about 
their own personal dreams and achievements so far. Some of our awesome stories are 
below.

Matariki  
You might be asking what is Matariki, well here’s your key to finding out. Firstly Matariki is the sighting of the 
nine stars - in other words the Maori New Year. 

Matariki only comes once a year so you can only see these nine stars once a year too. Matariki comes late in 
June or early July. The stars of Matariki are considered to be a medium sized cluster because you can get 
bigger clusters. 

Now that you know what Matariki is let’s get into explaining my two favourite stars. We will start with the 
biggest star Matariki. Matariki is about memories and achieving a goal. Let's reflect on my goals. I went on an 
amazing holiday. I got to touch snow for the first time and even felt snow with my bare hands and didn't get 
Frostbite! Hooray! 

Now the future the star is called Hiwaiterangi. My goal is to become a vet, a racer and a singer. I know it's a lot 
to ask but I know it's possible. I want to become a vet because I have always loved animals. I want to become a 
racer because I love the adrenaline of going fast and I want to become a famous singer because I love singing 
and my friends and family say I'm good at it.   - Bianca 

Matariki Writing 

Matariki is an event that happens every year. It 
symbolises a Maori New Year. One of my biggest 
achievements in life is that I am proud of how I 
started off as a year 1 and now I am a year 6. I 
have learnt a lot in that time and had some 
amazing teachers too. 

Hiwaiterangi is a star that means dreams and 
goals you want to achieve. One goal I would like to 
achieve is to be a scientist and to experiment with 
different things. I would also like to travel the world 
and experience different cultures I am not familiar 
with and exploring. 
- Kaylie 



Things to Remember  
Assemblies are on Mondays & Fridays at 9.15am in the hall. All welcome!  

‘Whanau Cafe’ on Fridays 8.40 - 9.00am in the hall. Come and have a cuppa  
 and meet other APS whanau before assembly. 

School phone: 03 548 7970   Fax: 548 7973   Absentees mobile: 027 548 7970  

APS Weekly Lunch Options 
We strongly encourage our APS Whanau to ensure your child/ren has/have  a substantial 

and healthy lunchbox packed for school each day and a water bottle clearly labelled with 
your child’s name.  Sugary drinks, fizzy and sports drinks are not ok for school.  

Parents, caregivers and whanau are also politely requested not to consume these on site. 
Our school is a water and milk school only. 

  
Angels Wednesday Lunches 

These lovely ladies ensure a healthy lunch is available for free for all our APS 
students every Wednesday. 
(This is lunch only, morning tea will still need to be packed). 
               

Subway is available for order between 8.30am-9.00am from the 
school office every Friday. Please pay in cash and try to have the 
correct money with each order. Eftpos is not an option as the funds 
are paid to subway, not to the school. 

Term 3 Dates: 
Monday, 5 August 2019   - Rugby League Coaching Nile starts (Mondays) 
Tuesday, 6 August 2019   - 3 -Way -Conferences  
       (2pm Early school finish for students) 
Wednesday, 7 August 2019   - 3-Way -Conferences continued  
        (usual school finish time) 
Tuesday, 13 August 2019 9.00am  - BOT meeting  
Tuesday, 13 August 2019 9.30am-2.30pm -  Nile Tackle 7’s Rugby Competition  
        (Greenmeadows, Stoke) 
Friday, 30 August 2019    - Colours Assembly 
Sunday, 1 September 2019   - ‘Fathers Day’ 
Friday, 13 September 2019 5.30pm - 7.00pm - APS Disco 
Tuesday, 17 September 2019  - ‘Rock da House’ 
Monday, 14 October 2019   - Term 4 First day 
Monday 14 - Wednesday 16 October 2019 - Nile Camp 
Friday 18 - Saturday 19  October 2019               - Chess Nationals.ChCh. for APS Team 

Tena koutou katoa, 

We are off to a flying start to Term 3. 

Our school choir is practising hard for the 'Rock da House' concert on 17 September at the Trafalgar 
Centre. This will be a performance of a combined choir made up of many of our city schools. Approximately 
300 students will perform over 4 nights. Our school will perform for one night. This is a wonderful 
experience for the children who are a part of it. It is a vibrant and exciting opportunity to perform in a mass 
choir to a large audience. This will give our students the inspiration to take on singing roles in our school 
production in Term 4.  
Parents and whanau are encouraged to buy tickets and see them perform too. We’ll let you know when we 
have the tickets for sale. 

More excitement occurred this week when our school Chess Team achieved second place overall in a 
regional tournament. This enables our team to enter the National Tournament in Christchurch in Term 4 
week 1, after Nile Class camp. The members of this team have shown commitment to their game by 
practising and learning every week and at every opportunity in school over the past two terms to hone their 
skills. This has certainly paid off as their achievements are much to be proud of. 
Quan showed excellent skills in order to topple the reigning champion and claim winner of the tournament. 
Elan had already qualified to enter the National Tournament and now his fellow team mates will be joining 
him.  
Huge thanks to Dave and Esther Remnant who have supported the kids through coaching, mentoring and 
supporting them at school and at tournaments.  
Currently we are working with the team’s whanau to organise the trip to Christchurch. There will be 
fundraising occurring to ensure that these children can all get to Christchurch to compete and have the 
best  experience while there. This is a big deal as we have not had a school team represent APS at a 
national level ever! 

The Principal's Challenge this term is  'Making Connections’. Through this challenge students are 
encouraged to make greater connections with their peers; their whanau and whakapapa; their learning and 
to be safe when operating digitally; locally and globally.   
This term we also have a school wide focus on ‘Zones of Regulation’. This is where we learn to actively know 
how we are feeling and the 'zone‘ we are currently in and the actions we may need to take to regulate the 
mood or zone. The movie ‘Inside Out’   is a good one to watch as this gives a great understanding of what 
this is all about. 

Next Tuesday and Wednesday we have our second round of  '3-Way- Conferences’. This is the best 
opportunity for you and your child to meet with their teacher to set the goals for learning for the remainder 
of the year. Please bring those people who are influential in your children’s lives too. This way we can work 
together to ensure your child gets the best out of every school day and their supporters support them in 
that. 
Please make a time with Deborah at the school office. I look forward to seeing you in school next week. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Sonya 

Principals’ Pen

Cellphones, Cash or Valuables at School: Parents/Caregivers please be mindful to ensure your 

child is instructed to hand in any cash, cellphones or valuables on arrival to their class teacher or to 

Deb at the school office. We cannot accept responsibility if valuables are brought to school and go 

missing.



Chess Tournament Winners 
Congratulations to our APS Chess Team who 
participated in another Inter-school Tournament on 
Tuesday. We had great excitement with Quan 
winning the tournament and our team placing 
second overall. Well done to our amazing chess 
players. We are so proud of you. Nationals in October! 

‘Kids Can’ Fundraiser 
At the end of Term 2 our school participated in the ‘Kids Can’ Fun 
Run. Registrations and sponsorship were completed online and those 
students who raised money were given prizes for their contributions. 
Our school raised a total of $2018 for this organisation. 
This was a wonderful opportunity to give back to ‘Kids 
Can’ who provide us with kai, raincoats, school shoes 
and hygiene products. We also got to re run our cross 
country track again, staying physically active and 
keeping up our fitness! Thank you of your support. 

Principals Challenge Award Winners Term 2 
Term 2’s ‘Principals Challenge’ was ‘Respect It. Own it!’ 
Our challenge winners were:- 

Aailyah Young-Collins - Trafalgar 
Azariah O’Donnell-Carter - St Vincent Tahi 
 Poppy Brady - St Vincent Rua 
 Quan Nguyen - Nile Tahi 
 Inēs Buckland - Nile Rua 

Last Thursday Mrs Hockley took the award winners to 
lunch. A wonderful time was had by all. 

Nile 7s Tackle Rugby Competition.  
On Tuesday, 13 August 2019 Mr Baker and parent helpers, will be taking a team of APS 
Tackle Rugby players to Greenmeadows in Stoke to participate in Nelson schools 7s 
competition. If your child is selected for the team please ensure your child arrives at school 
before 9am on the day with a packed lunch, a good sized water bottle, their own 
mouthguard (no mouthguard, no play) and a change of clothes. Parent helpers please meet 
Mr Baker and the team in the school library prior to 9am. 

Rock da House 
Date now confirmed for our performance Tuesday, 17 September 2019. We will notify  
families when tickets are available for purchase from the school office. Whaea Mickey is 
very impressed with our talent so far. 

Chickenpox - We have had 2 students with confirmed cases of chicken pox. 
Please if you suspect your child has chickenpox, have them checked by the 
Doctor and keep your child home from school until their sores have healed. 

PB4L Focus 

During Week 1 and 2 of this term, we have been talking about using 
Zones of Regulation for our Leading Light focus. There are 4 different 

colours: Green (Ready to Learn), Blue (sad/tired), Yellow (silly/frustrated) 
and Red (angry). The purpose of this mahi is to help our tamariki to 

identify their emotions and to name them. 

We then learned about how we can use different strategies to help us 
move back into the green zone. I am hoping that this will become a 
part of everyday language at APS and would be a very useful tool to 

use and practice at home. Have a chat to your child(ren) about this and 
brainstorm some ways you can use it at home!




BE YOU. BE GREAT. AWARDS 
Term 3 Week 1 

Trafalgar Room 
Jimmy McArley: For participating well in our maths inquiry. Good observation skills and 
sharing thoughts and ideas. You also work well with your partners in shared work. 
Bo Crawford: For being a super on task worker. You always listen well and you are a great 
role model for the other children in class. 

St. Vincent Tahi Room 
Marshall McLeod: For being engaged and working hard with our Zones of Regulation 
learning. Tu meke Marshall! 
Dimitri Rossiter: For settling in well to his new routine in St Vincent Tahi. Ka pai Dimitri! 

St. Vincent Rua Room 
Amanda Court-Croawell: For being a positive role model in the class showing 
kindness,caring and support. 
Mia Makao: For great focus during writing time, and a superb start to Term 3 in your new 
school! 

Nile Tahi Room 
Nixon King-Turner: For sharing some informative reading responses about money! 
Ateongo Dixon-Aerepo: For showing lots of passion towards learning new add/sub math 
strategies.  

Nile Rua Room 
Toto’a Toalima-Vitao: For showing responsibility for your learning, friendships and 
classroom environment.  
George Lewis: For your outstanding effort in reading workshop 

Fair Play:  
Riley Barlow: For getting involved with football commentary at lunchtime and having a 
positive attitude towards playing with others.  

Leading Light:  
Mia McArley: For using the language of zones of regulation & stating clearly how she knows 
that she is in a particular zone. 

BE YOU. BE GREAT. AWARDS 
Term 2 Week 10 

Trafalgar Room 
Saxton Keown: For sitting down and persevering with your work. I know you have found this a 
challenge so it’s good to see your trying. 
Corey Brens: For making a good effort in the classroom and in the playground to mix with the 
other children and to play comfortably with them. 

St. Vincent Tahi Room 
Antony Young-Collins: For showing dedication to his learning and having a positive attitude 
when facing challenges. Tu meke Antony! 
Riley Norling: For showing kindness and checking others in the class are doing ok when 
facing challenges. Ka pai Riley! 

St. Vincent Rua Room 
Addisyn Hebberd: For being pro-active in the class, and always showing the APS way. 
Scarlett Milham: For staying focused and working hard to complete your Maths to a high 
standard. 

Nile Tahi Room 
Ryiko Comber: For producing some great animal writing and being passionate about his 
space inquiry.  
Vivian Tran: For being more expressive in the classroom and working hard on her reading.  

Nile Rua Room 
Inès Buckland: For your leadership during our mystery skype preparation. 
Kahukuramihiata (RuRu) Takimoana-Johnstone: For showing independence and 
persistence in your writing this week 

Fair Play:  
Olivia Lawrie: For being helpful and kind. Using initiative and seeing Mrs Hockley needed help 
and stepped up. 

Leading Light:  
Madison Stott: For managing yourself both inside the classroom and out in the playground. 


